TREE MAGIC

HE Japanese have
achieved worldwide
fame for their sleight of hand tricks. Children
have stood with open mouths while a hundred
paper parasols have been pulled out of a fish-
bowl, but the greatest feat of all remains vir-
tually unknown outside of Japan because of the
strict laws which forbid the importation of
plants into the various countries of the world.
This amazing performance is enacted on Mother
Nature herself. Magically, a hundred year old
tree becomes four feet high yet a perfect replica
of a mighty forest giant. But unlike sleight
of hand tricks, this magic tempo is slow, A
perfect, dwarfed tree may represent the pains-
taking labour of several generations.
Bonsai, or the art of dwarfing trees, seems
to have originated in the 'Ashlkaga era (1333-
3593) b Kyoto and remained a strictly private